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Introduction: As the number of elders increase around the world, new models of how to engage them in their own care, while also building sustainable communities for all members. This presentation outlines the original development of the CASE Model of community empowerment. The four stages of the model are Creation, Adaptation, Sustenance, and Evaluation/Expansion. Each stage also calls for particular skills and actions based on the which include identifying Targets and Strategies, creating new Processes and Organizations to meet the Targets, Evaluating various strategies and processes, providing accurate Information to stakeholders, and measuring Effectiveness over time. 
Methods 

Beginning in 1991, a community study targeted at improving health status among elders began in a village in Japan. From this work, the CASE model of community empowerment was developed. Since then, the CASE model has been applied in different countries (U.S, Sweden, Australia, and Israel) to understand various areas of empowerment for older people (housing, family care, and local initiatives).  
Results and Discussion 
The CASE Model is applicable at local level with particular small groups, even those with special interests and needs (Sweden, U.S.), but also at broader levels of community (Japan, Australia), and the most interdependent levels of national governments (Israel). Results indicate that social involvement, through community development and empowerment activities, has a positive impact on longevity. The results of these longitudinal studies will be presented by the next speaker. Together, keeping one’s focus on these activities and critical components in successful empowerment processes can help any community work towards the empowerment of their individual members, their local social community, and, ultimately, the global community of which we are all a part.
Conclusions 
Analysis of the application of the CASE model in different cultural contexts show that the four stages and skill sets can be seen in these countries, even though fundamental social values, or organization of community resources, may vary from situation to situation. The usefulness of this model can be seen in its effectiveness in guiding the development of support systems such as housing, family care, or special needs housing. 
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